
YOUR SOURCE FOR SCHOOL NEWS MONTHLY   VOLUME 2 - ISSUE 4 - DECEMBER 2017 

 

A 
s this is our last newsletter of the 2017 calendar year,  may I take 
this opportunity to wish each of you and your families peace, 
health and happiness for 2017. 

 
As the year comes to a close I would like to thank and acknowledge the 
many people that help to govern, lead, manage, teach, organise and assist 
in what makes St. Leo’s College a special place to learn.  Thanks to the 
Board of Management and our Trustees, CEIST for their significant        
contribution to the school’s governance, planning and strategic direction.  
 
Our staff also deserve special praise for their commitment to the            
well-being and educational needs of our students with many staff going 
above and beyond in the classroom and with extra-curricular activities.  
 
St. Leo’s College is proud to continue to be a centre of excellence for     
education.  We are very proud of the achievements of all of our students, 
whether it be in the classroom or outside and are thankful for the         
contribution that everyone makes towards the continuing success of our 
students and the very positive reputation which St. Leo’s College enjoys in 
the community and beyond.  
 
Thank you to our parents/guardians for your support throughout the year.  
 
Have a Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year and an enjoyable and safe  
holiday break.  
 
 
 
 
                        
                     Clare Ryan 
                       Principal 
 

Wishing all our students and their families every 

peace and happiness for Christmas and throughout the  

New Year. 



C 
hristmas Jumper Day was celebrated on Thursday 7th  December.  With proceeds going towards this year’s St. Vincent De 

Paul food appeal it was great to see so many embrace the day and certainly get creative for the occasion. 

This fundraiser enabled the purchase of meat vouchers to be sent to those in need within our own community.  Many thanks 

to Ms Cathy Cradock and the St. Leo’s St. Vincent De Paul Committee for all their work with this project.  At this time of the 

year it is important to remember that the gift of giving is greater than receiving. 



J 
ohn Paul II Awards presentation  
was held in Portlaoise church 
on Wednesday 6th December. 

Once again a large number of St. Leo’s 
College students had participated in 
this programme which sees joint       
collaboration between different schools 
and parishes over a number of months. 

Students were presented with their 
awards by Bishop Denis Nulty and it 
was wonderful to see such a huge 
group of young people who have each 
made a fantastic positive contribution 
to their schools, parishes & community. 

S 
hoe Box Appeal organised by Team Hope was once again very well supported thanks to the kindness of the school 

community.  Organised by the SRC with the support of their mentor Ms Joan Scott a large number of boxes were 

handed over to local Team Hope co-ordinator Ms Wendy Jacob.  

No doubt these gifts will be very much appreciated by those who otherwise might never receive a present—Great work 

girls! 



G 
ymnastics competition took 

place during the last week in 

December. 

Participants took part in a range of 

different competitive events and the 

winners were presented with medals 

at the end of the competition. 

Gymnastics training takes place each 

Tuesday evening and new members 

are always welcome. 

T 
ransition year students have 

enjoyed visiting a number of 

different interesting places 

during the last month       

including Dunbrody  Famine ship in 

New Ross and Newbridge Silverware 

in Newbridge. 

 



M 
any thanks to the wonderful St. Vincent De Paul Committee who did trojan work in the approach 

to Christmas.  Always considering those who might not be so well off ,the team collected  non   

pershiable groceries and delivered them to the centralised packing station where they assisted 

the Carlow Lions Club and the Carlow St. Vincent De Paul members pack the hampers ready for distribution. 

S 
ocial Care students received their certificates last week on the successful completion of their 12 week module.  This 
invaluable module is undertaken with the kind assistance of the Matron and Staff of the Sacred Heart Hospital.   
 

Throughout the course students had the opportunity be certified as Cardiac First Responders, an invaluable training for all. 

 



2. 

F 
utsal enjoyed great success in St. Leo’s during the first term.  Initially St. Leo’s hosted the annual Carlow 1st Year 

Futsal tournament which saw 6 teams competing from 4 different schools with 2 group games each and then a 

final. St Leo’s were hugely successful with their teams dominating and coming 1st 2nd and 3rd in the competition. 

The winning team then qualified to take part in the Leinster Finals in Dublin. 

In the national indoor arena in Abbotstown, Dublin 12 teams from all over Leinster travelled for the Leinster Futsal Finals. 

Split into 2 groups of 6, each team played 5 games and the winner of each group progressed to the final. St. Leo’s won 4 out 

of 5 games to top their group and progressed to the final. In a close encounter, St.Leo’s came out on top with a 3-1 victory. 

On Tuesday December 5th the Futsal team and supporters travelled to the Waterford IT sports arena for the All Ireland   

Futsal Finals. With teams from Cork, Sligo, Donegal and of course Carlow each team played each other once in a league   

format, with the team with most points at the end being crowned champions. 

St Leo’s began with a tough match vs St Attractas in Sligo. After a very close encounter, St Leo’s lost 2-0.  Next up, 

Carndonagh from Donegal. Another close match, which could have gone either way, Leo’s came out on top 4-2 after a 

strong performance. 

Final match of the day, Leo’s vs Ballyphehane, Cork. Victory for the Cork based school would have guaranteed the title, but 

St. Leo’s had other ideas with an outstanding performance winning 6-2!  After the league format 3 teams were level on 

points, so a 3-way penalty play-off was needed. After 3 close affairs, St. Leo’s finished 3rd with St. Attractas, Sligo in 2nd and 

Ballyphehane, Cork crowned champions. The St. Leo’s squad consisted of Cariosa Morohan, Kate McDonald, Emma Walker, 

Kerrie Smith, Katie Byrne, Kayla Fields, Eva Doyle, Niamh Brophy, Lily O’Neill, Rachel McGrath. with Katie Byrne being 

crowned player of the tournament.  Well done to all! 



 

E 
njoying the 1st Year Basketball      

Tournament held in St. Leo’s  

College, December 2017 

P 
anto fever for the Christmas season abounded in St. 

Leo’s College throughout December as many of our 

students were performing in the annual Christmas 

Olympia Theatre panto in Dublin.  Huge congratulations go to 

these students who ably managed to balance the daily     

commute to Dublin in addition to their timetabled classes 

and Christmas exams as they travelled to Dublin each week in 

the run up to Christmas and in the early new year to perform 

on stage in this year’s show ‘Polly and the Beanstalk”. 

The girls were in good company as this year’s panto had    

special musical guests Sean and Conor Price of X Factor fame 

as well we Ryan Andrews from Fair City, Rowan Cowan from 

Mrs Brown’s Boys and Dustin the Turkey.  

Pictured are Tess Regan, Annie Bolger, Amy McLoughlin,   

Alicia Premkumar, Emily Hanafin, Zoe Gray and  Rachel 

Haughney. 

 

3E  had the opportunity 

to visit the Mosque in 

Blanchardstown, Dublin during 

December as part of research for 

their Junior Certificate religion  

project.  Pictured here with the 

Imam who addressed the group 

and facilitated a  Q&A session. 


